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Thank you for taking my class. If you have any questions or comments please email me at 
threedles@comcast.net.  

Stitch Videos:   www.Threedles.com/videos.html 
Errata and other designs – www.threedles.com  

mailto:threedles@comcast.net


  

© Threedles 2023 A Word about Needles and Thread Page 2 of 3 
 

A Word about Needles and Threads 
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One question is asked more than any other in my classes – Where do I start my thread? And 
the next question is what needle do I use? So to answer that question I have made up a 
chart for you to reference as to needle/thread issues. 
 
The purpose of the needle is both to pull the thread through the canvas and to open the 
canvas for the thread.  So, the thicker the thread the larger the needle needed.  I generally 
give you a large- 22 needle and a medium- 24 needle and a #10 straw needle for beading. 
 
Threads for 22 needle 
 

1. So a 22 needle is fairly large and we use it for the larger diameter threads. I’m going to list a 
few threads that I use my 22 needle for: 

 Elegance 
 Grandeur 
 4 strands of stranded silk 
 Silk Lame’ Braid 
 Entice 
 Panache 
 Glisten 
 Neon Rays/Neon Rays +/ Fyre 

Werks/Silk Ribbon 
 Petite Very Velvet 

 

 
 Very Velvet 
 Straw Silk 
 Trebizond 
 Rainbow Linen 
 Kreinik #8 
 Water’n Ice 
 Snow 
 Treenway Tranquility cord 
 Petite Frosty Rays/ Flair 

Threads for 24 needle 
 

2. A 24 needle is a medium needle and I use it for almost everything. I’m going to list a few 
threads that I use my 24 needle for: 

 2-3 strands of stranded silk 
 Petite Silk Lame’ Braid 
 Soie Perlee 
 1 or 2 strands BiJoux 
 Petite Treasure Braid 
 

 

 
 

 2-4 Stands Accentuate 
 Kreinik #4 
 1-2 Strands Sparkle! Braid 
 Treenway Zen Shin 
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Length of Thread 
 

3. Now for the length of the thread.  Most threads I use in 36” lengths, and how I decide 
depends on what I’m going to stitch with them.  If you are going to do a bunch of 3x3 
Jessicas in Petite Silk Lame’ Braid you want to be able to get a few done- so I’ll pull of about 
36” and go until I need more thread.  If you just need to stitch ONE 3x3 Jessica you will need 
about 24” to start, stop and stitch. 

4. Very few stitches use more than 36” and those will be obvious- a VERY large Jessica may use 
75”- but it is very challenging to stitch with that much thread and it forms loop knots on the 
back that often aren’t seen until you go to tie off the thread.  For this reason I then to use 
45-60” lengths and then add another thread in when I run out.  
 

5. If I see that I need to stitch 5-6 medium sized Crescents I will pull off about 36-50” and see 
how much I get done.  If I only have 2 left to stitch then I know I need less thread to finish 
them off.   

 
6. Thread length just requires looking at what you are going to stitch with that thread and 

deciding if it is a little, medium or a lot.  A little would be about 18-24”; medium would be 
24-36” and a lot would be 36-60”.  I don’t find it is ever worth stitching with over 60” as you 
spend too much time pulling the thread through and it get too frayed to continue to use. 
 

7. That said your thread also figures in a bit.  Some threads take a lot of pulling through the 
canvas often and others do not.  Some threads that I use shorter lengths of are: 
 

 Petite Very Velvet 
 Entice 
 Water’n Ice 
 Glisten 
 Silk Lame’ Braid 
 Panache 
 Neon Rays 
 3-4 Strands Accentuate 
 Rainbow Linen 
 Whisper 
 Petite Frosty Rays/Flair 

 
8. Hopefully this helps you choose the right needle and thread for what you need. 
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